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Senior Pathways at Parade College
All senior students are enrolled in one of two 

equivalent certificates:

1. Victorian Certificate of Education Vocational 

Major (VCE-VM)

Two-year vocational and applied learning program within the VCE.

or

2. Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE)  

Two-year academic program best suited to students seeking direct 

entry to university.

Both are two-year programs – meaning this year’s 

subject selection is your most important yet.



Information night for our 

three VCE VM programs was 

last term.

Applications have closed 

but late applications will be 

considered.

More information on these 

programs will be provided 

towards the end of this 

presentation.



This pathway is the focus of 

this presentation.



VCE



VCE: key information 

Based at the Bundoora Campus.

 Involves external exams facilitated by the 

VCAA (including the GAT).

An ATAR is generally awarded at the end of 

Year 12 (unscored is an option, but not 

considered until late in Year 12).

Most students move into university study.
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VCE: course structure 
 Year 11

Units 1 and 2 English or Literature

 5x Units 1 and 2 subjects

Touchstones (school-based Religious Education 
program)

 Year 12

Units 3 and 4 English or Literature

 4x Units 3 and 4 subjects

Tenete (school-based Religious Education program)

 Study Periods



VCE: Unit 1 and 2 subjects (Year 11)

 Internal School-assessed Coursework (SAC) or 

School-assessed Tasks (SAT)

 Internal exams (June and November)

 Minimum 90% attendance

 Culminates in an ‘S’ (Satisfactory) or ‘N’ (Not 

Satisfactory) being assigned for each unit

 Unit 1 and 2 assessment scores do not contribute 

to the ATAR but are vital in completing the VCE



VCE: Unit 3 and 4 subjects (Year 12)

Internal SACs/ SATs

General Achievement Test (June) 

External exams (October-November)

Minimum 90% attendance

Culminates in a study score out of 50



VCE: what should guide your decisions?  

What subjects do I enjoy?

Enjoyment will increase the likelihood of 
success.

What must I do?

VCAA requirements (e.g. English/Literature)

What do I want to do after school?

Pre-requisites for university/TAFE entry.

What subjects am I best at?

Current success will likely lead to future 
success.



VCE: what’s on offer?
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VCE: first (and simplest) choice - English
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VCE: first (and simplest) choice - English

 Students generally continue with their 

current subject (English or Literature)

 If you have any questions about this 

choice, see Mr Willcocks (Learning Area 

Leader – English) and the English staff at 

the Expo in Moore Hall



VCE: choosing appropriate subjects

 Year 11 students choose:

Units 1 and 2 English or Literature

Then…

 5x Units 1 and 2 subjects

 Consider the mix of those five subjects

 A breadth of subjects is advisable (keep university 

options open)

 Changing subjects mid-year is not always 

possible, so ensure your five subjects are 

carefully and thoughtfully chosen.



VCE: acceleration

For students who did accelerate into a Units 

1-2 subject in Year 10 

 Students wishing to enrol in Units 3-4 

subjects in Yr 11 must complete separate 

application form as well as selecting 

online 

 Require a minimum B average in the Units 

1-2 subject plus other requirements



VCE: acceleration

For students who did not accelerate into a 

Units 1-2 subject in Year 10 

 Units 3-4 Texts & Traditions or Religion & 

Society is available as you will complete 

Units 1-2 this year

 Requires an application form

 Requires consistent grades above a B in 

Unit 1 of the relevant subject (T&T or 

R&S) as well as English



VCE: acceleration summary

Students currently accelerating in 

a Units 1-2 subject

Students not currently 

accelerating in a Units 1-2 subject 

You may apply to continue accelerating 

in your current Units 1-2 subject

Because you have complete Units 1-2 of 

these subjects, you may apply to 

accelerate into:

- Units 3-4 Texts & Traditions 

or 

- Units 3-4 Religion & Society

No other subject is on offer as you have 

not completed the relevant Units 1-2.

Collect a form from Mr Fogarty, Ms 

Faulkner, or Mr Petruccelli

Collect a form from Mr Fogarty, Ms 

Faulkner, or Mr Petruccelli



VCE: what not to consider

 Do not worry about a subject’s scaling – if 

you are good at a subject, and passionate 

about it, then choose it regardless of 

scaling

 Do not worry about what your friends are 

selecting – this is all about your future



Vocational Education and Training 

(VET)



VET

Offered at both campuses, in both 

programs (VCE and VCE VM).

 In a VCE program, VET subjects can 

contribute to ATAR.

There are two types of VET subjects: 

scored and unscored.



VET within the VCE – unscored vs scored

Unscored VET Scored VET

Example: Carpentry or 

Plumbing

Example: Sport and 

Recreation or Laboratory 

Skills

No external exams Has external exams

Contributes to your ATAR 

(Unscored = add 10% of 

the fourth-best study 

score)

Contributes to your ATAR 

(as any other VCE subject 

would)



VET – key considerations 

 VET subjects run for an entire year (not Semester).

 VET classes run (partially) outside of school hours (e.g. 

1.30pm to 5pm, or 7.30am to 11am)

 To guarantee your place they need to be selected in 

subject selection as they are high demand and late entry 

is usually not available.

 You are not able to join a VET subject mid-year.

 Choice of a VET subject in Year 11 keeps both VCE & VCE 

VM pathways open and is strongly recommended for 

students who are uncertain of their pathway.

 Speak to Mr Torpey with any questions related to VET.



VCE Vocational Major
Mr Rob Gandolfo (Dean of VCE VM)



VCE VM
 The new VCE Vocational Major (VCE VM) replaced 

the VCAL Certificate in 2023.

 VCE VM in unscored. Students do not sit exams.

 All VM students complete VET subjects.

 Core subjects: Literacy; Numeracy; Personal 
Development Skills; Work Related Skills

 2 week Work Learning Program at the end of 
every term

 Year 11 2025 applications have closed but late 
applications will be considered 



Sports Academy and Business 

Academy



Business Academy – Yr 11 2025

 Two-year program within the VCE VM, offered at Preston 

campus only.

 For students that are interested in following a Tertiary 

pathway and interested in Business Studies.

 Successful completion is required for articulation into a 

number of La Trobe University undergraduate courses.

 Does not involve externally scored assessments, and the 

subjects or course will not contribute to an ATAR score.

 Requires students to meet the minimum requirements 

for the VCE VM.



Business Academy – Yr 11 2025

 Commences in 2025 with Year 11

 Incorporates Structured Workplace Learning and 

enrolment in a predetermined VET subject.

 Students must demonstrate a consistent record of 

upholding the College ethos, following College 

expectations, and obtaining a ‘C average’ in the 

core subjects of English, Mathematics, and other 

elective subjects.

 For any late applications, speak to Mr Torpey 

before submitting subject preferences.



Sports Academy
 Two-year program within the VCE VM, offered at both 

Preston and Bundoora campuses.

 For students that are interested in following a Tertiary 
pathway and interested in a career in a sports-related 
industry.

 Successful completion is required for articulation into a 
number of La Trobe University undergraduate courses.

 Does not involve externally scored assessments, and the 
subjects or course will not contribute to an ATAR score.

 Requires students to meet the minimum requirements 
for the VCE VM.



Summary and next steps



Key messages

 VCE and VCE VM both offer excellent 

opportunities and pathways.

 Neither pathway is “better” – just different, and 

offers different opportunities which appeal to 

different students

 Regardless of their pathway, VCE and VCE VM 

students are our school leaders and demonstrate 

this through a committed approach to learning 

and a mature relationship with their teachers.



Careers Office

Ms Liz Bult and Ms Justine Barnes

Available in MQ32 (office adjoining the VCE 

Study Centre) for:

 Individual career meetings

 Tertiary application support (including SEAS) 

 Subject selection advice

 Resources and guides

Book an appointment via 

www.paradecollegecareers.com.au

http://www.paradecollegecareers.com.au/


Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre

https://vtac.edu.au/ 

https://vtac.edu.au/












How to submit your preferences

 Receive an email with a link to Web Preferences 

on Friday 26 July

 Discuss options with your Tutor Teacher in two 

Tutor workshops (26 July and 2 August)

 Submit by Wednesday 7 August, 11.59pm

 Submit acceleration forms by Thursday 8 August



How to submit preferences – email (arrives tomorrow)



Leads you to the Web Preferences website





Next steps

 Read the information on the website

 Discuss with Tutor Teacher and subject teachers

 Consult the relevant staff member or Careers 

Advisors if you have any specific questions

 Submit your preferences by the due date (no need 

to submit early – there is no advantage)
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